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 (you can see a larger version on the wall of my office) 

 
CLS 146/WGS 149: Sex and Gender in Antiquity 
   FALL 2008 

 
 
Professor Stacie Raucci 
Class Meeting Time: MW 3:05-4:45 
Office: Humanities 110C 
Office Phone: 388-6966  
Office Hours: M: 11am-12pm 

           W: 10-11am 
                       TH: 2-3pm 

or by appointment  
or just drop by anytime I am around! 

E-mail: rauccis@union.edu 
 
This course will examine the representations of gender and sexuality in ancient Greece 
and Rome. We will question how the masculine and the feminine were defined. We will 
consider various pieces of literature, artwork, and archaeological evidence to reconstruct 
the experiences of the ancients. This course also includes an ethics component. 
 
CLS 146/WST 149 is a WAC course in Fall 2008.  
 
WWW: Course website 
The website for the course contains the information on this syllabus as well as on current 
assignments. It can be accessed through online.union.edu. Check there if you lose or 
don’t have access to course information on paper.   
 
 
Required Texts (these may be purchased in the Union College Bookstore): 
 
1) Sophocles’ Antigone, Dover Thrift Edition ISBN: 978-0486278049  
 
2) Aristophanes’ Lysistrata, Dover Thrift Edition ISBN: 978-0486282251 
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3) Women’s Life in Greece and Rome ed. Mary Lefkowitz and Maureen Fant, 3rd ed, 
2005, Johns Hopkins U Press, ISBN: 978-0801883101 
 
4) Sarah Pomeroy, Goddesses, Whores, Wives, and Slaves: Women in Classical Antiquity, 
Schocken Press, 1995 edition, ISBN: 978-0805210309 
 
5) Euripides’ Medea, Dover Thrift Edition, ISBN: 978-0486275482 
 
6) Plautus, The Pot of Gold and Other Plays, Penguin Classics, ISBN: 978-0140441499 
 
7) Ovid’s The Art of Love, Modern Library, 2002, ISBN: 978-0375761171 
 
Other readings will be placed on library, electronic reserve. 
 
    Requirements of the course:  
 

 Quizzes: 10%: There will be 8 unannounced, short reading 
quizzes based on the assignment for the day. I will drop the 
two lowest grades. If you are absent, it counts as a dropped 
quiz.  

 
 Midterm Exam: 20%: There will be an in-class midterm exam 

on Monday October 6th . No make-up exams will be given, 
except in extenuating circumstances. 

 
 Final Exam: 20 %: The date and time of the exam will be set 

by the registrar. Please plan travel accordingly. No early 
exams will be given. No make-up exams will be given, except in 
extenuating circumstances. 

 
 Ethics Response: 5%, Due in class on Wednesday October 8th  

in class.  
 

 Short Paper 1 (2-3 pages): 10%: Due in class on Wednesday 
September 24 th . Topic to be distributed in class.  

 
 Short Paper 2:  (2-3 pages) 10%: Due in class on Monday 

October 13t h. Topic to be distributed in class.  
 

 Final Paper (7-8 pages): 15%: Due on Friday November 21 st  at 
noon (last day of exam week) . 
Open topic. See guidelines sheet to be distributed in week 2. 
You are required to turn in a two-paragraph proposal of your 
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paper topic, with a preliminary list of primary and secondary 
sources, by Wednesday October 22 nd  at 10pm  by email.  

 
 Class participation and group work: 10% 

Although it is a large class (around 30 students), you are 
expected to participate in group exercises. You are also 
expected to participate in daily discussions. 

 
 

Schedule of readings 
 

 Week 1 
 
W 9/10  Welcome and Introduction to the course 
  
 

 Week 2 
 
M 9/15 What is sex? What is gender? What is sexuality? Introduction of ethics 

component  
 
  1) Read D. Halperin article, “Is There a History of Sexuality?” You can 
find    the article directly at www.jstor.org. (in History and Theory, 
volume 28.3,    1989, 257-74) 
  2) Read H. Parker, “The Teratogenic Grid.”(on reserve) 
  3) Read Plato, Symposium excerpt (on reserve) 
 
W 9/17  Background on Greek women 
  Read Pomeroy 1-92   
 
 

 Week 3 
M 9/22  Women and Tragedy 
  1) Read Sophocles’ Antigone 

2) Read Euripides’ Medea 
 
W 9/24  Women and the Dynamics of Sex 
  1) Read Aristophanes’ Lysistrata 
 

 Women and the Law 
 2) Read Lysias’ On the Murder of Eratosthenes 
 (Come armed with a marked-up copy of your text and be prepared for an  

  in-class debate!) 
   

 Short Paper # 1 due (please see guidelines sheet)  
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 Week 4 

M 9/29  Greek prostitution and law, Discussion of ethics and prostitution 
1) Read beginning of pseudo-Demosthenes Against Neaera (on reserve) 
2) Read more of same speech in Lefkowitz and Fant (hereafter L&F) p. 
73-82 (again, be prepared for in-class debating!) 

  3) Read L&F p. 380-383 (passages 285D-289B) 
  4) Read excerpt Plato, Menexenus (on reserve) 
   
 
W 10/1  Ancient Medicine  
  1) Read L&F p. 151-4, 225-272 

2) Read H. King, “Producing woman: Hippocratic gynecology.” (on  
 reserve) 

 
 Week 5 

 

M 10/6   IN-CLASS MIDTERM EXAM 
 
 
W 10/8 Ethics Component: Discussion of the Ethics of Writing and Studying 

History 
  1) Read J. Scott, “Gender: A Useful Category of Historical Analysis.”  
  You can find the article directly at www.jstor.org. (In The American  
  Historical Review, Vol. 91.5, 1986, 1053-1075). (also on reserve) 

  2) Read Foucault excerpt, “Nietzsche, Genealogy, History” (on reserve) 

 Write a one-page (per article, total of 2 pages due) reaction to each of the above 
articles.  
 

3) Read S. Dixon excerpt (from Reading Roman Women) (on reserve) 
 
 

   Week 6 
 
M 10/13 Rape and the Foundations of Rome 
  1) Read Pomeroy, p. 160-1 
  2) Read L&F p. 176-178 (Livy, The rape of the Sabine women) 
  3) L&F p.132-133 (Livy, The rape of Lucretia) 
  4) Read Ovid, Metamorphoses Book I: Apollo and Daphne, Io; Book II:  
  Europa; Book V: Arethusa; Book VI: Procne and Philomela (all Ovid can  
  be found on reserve) 
  5) Read A. Richlin, “Reading Ovid's Rapes.” (on reserve) 
 

 Short Paper # 2 due in class 
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W 10/15 Background on Roman women 
  1) Read Pomeroy 149-89 
  2) Read M.I. Finley, “The Silent Women of Rome.” (on reserve) 
 

 Week 7 
 
M 10/20 Women and the Law 
  1) Read L&F p. 94-119 
  2) L&F p.149-153 (Appian, on Hortensia to end of #179) 
 
  The Politics of Roman Dress 
  3) Read F. Dolansky, “Togam virilem sumere: Coming of Age in the  

Roman World.” (from Roman Dress and the Fabrics of Roman   
 Culture, on reserve) 

4) Read K. Olson, “The Appearance of the Young Roman Girl.”  
(from Roman Dress and the Fabrics of Roman Culture, on reserve) 

 
W 10/22 Imperial Women 

1) Read  S. Fischler, “Social Stereotypes and Historical Analysis: The 
Case of Imperial Women at Rome.” (on reserve) 

 
  Women in Poetry 
  2) Read Ovid, Metamorphoses, Pygmalion (on reserve) 
  2) Read Propertius, I.3, 4.11 (on reserve) 
  4) L&F p. 8-9 (Sulpicia’s writings)  

5) A. Sharrock, “Womanufacture.” Journal of Roman Studies 81 (1991) 
36–49 (on reserve) 

 

 Final paper proposal due today by email at 10pm 
 

 Week 8 
 
M 10/27 Handbook on Love and Sex 
  Read Ovid’s Ars Amatoria 
 
W 10/29 Wanton Women 
  1) Read L&F p. 147 (Sallust on Sempronia) 
  2) L&F p. 34-37 (Cicero, pro Caelio, on Clodia) 
  3) L&F p. 147-9 (Plutarch, on Cleopatra) 

4) Cleopatra, depictions, excerpts (on BB as a PDF) 
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 Week 9 
 
M 11/3  Women and Religion 
  1) Read Pomeroy 205-230. 
  2) Read L&F p. 288-293 
  3) Read M. Beard, “Re-reading Vestal Virginity.” (on reserve) 
 
W 11/5  Pornography in ancient Rome? 
  1) Read M. Myerowitz, “The Domestication of Desire: Ovid’s Parva  
  Tabella and the Theater of Love.” (on reserve) 
   
  Children, Gender, and Toys 
  2) Read Rawson selection (on reserve) 
 

 Week 10 
 
M 11/10 Women of the Lower Classes 
  1) Read Pomeroy 190-204 
  2) Read L&F, 208-224 
   
  Roman Prostitution I 
  3) Read T. McGinn, “Basic Economics.” (on reserve) 
   
   
 
W 11/12 Roman Prostitution II/Comedy 
  1) Read Plautus, Pseudolus 
  2) Read Plautus, Miles Gloriosus 
 

 Week 11 
 
M 11/17 Last day of class, Art and Empire 
  Read R. Rodgers, “Female Representations in Roman Art.”   
  (on reserve) 
   
   
   
 
 
 
 


